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We believe that each child is on 
their own unique journey that 
shapes the person they are and 
who they will become.  Just like 
the chapters in a book, we 
understand that each child steps 
through their ‘story ‘at their own 
pace and in their own me.  We 
believe learning is a lifelong 
journey and that together with 
families our kindergarten helps to 
foster and create a love of learning 
in the early years.

OUR 
KINDERGARTEN 
VISION
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 UN Conven on on the Rights of the Child, Ar cle 31

THIS IS WHY OUR WORK IN 
KINDERGARTEN IS IMPORTANT
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OUR PATHWAY TO SCHOOL PROGRAM 

Play is a fundamental right for every child* and integral to experiencing the joy of 
childhood. Early learning experts specify that ‘Play is fundamental to children’s 
learning in the early years and is the way in which children organise and make sense of the 
world around them as they interact with people, the environment, community and each 
other.’ In the rst ve years, children’s brains develop at a rate faster than any other me 
in the life span. For this reason, they need freedom to test their limits, discover new 
things, communicate, interact with others, build resilience to fail and bounce back, and 
solve problems. It is through high quality play-based learning that neural pathways are 
developed as the founda on for life-long learning.

VICTORIAN EARLY 
YEARS LEARNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
FRAMEWORK VEYLDF
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This guiding document outlines 5 key areas for children’s learning and development:
  Children have a strong sense of iden ty

•  Children are connected with and contribute to their world
•  Children have a strong sense of wellbeing
•  Children are con dent and involved learners
•  Children are e ec ve communicators

o t e n o m on t www c go cto n e l e le n ng de
elo ment mewo k e ld

Our university-quali ed early 
childhood teachers create and 
implement a s mula ng play-based 
curriculum that is tailored to support 
each child’s development, aligned 
with the VEYLDF. 
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Children engage in an ac ve learning process through rela onship with teachers, the local 
community, other children, and exploring items in the learning space. These opportuni es 
allow children to wonder, discover, develop their independence, and lays the founda on 
of literacy and numeracy skills.  Our kindergarten day is a blend of small and whole group 
experiences, both indoors and outdoors related to the following curriculum areas:
•  Science and technology 
•  Literacy and numeracy
•  Crea ve arts and construc on
•  Music and drama c play
•  Physical, adventurous play
•  Nature play
•  People and places
•  Wellbeing and lifeskills

We will con nue to share your child’s learning progress with you and provide regular 
updates about the program through our digital pla orm.
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PATHWAY TO SCHOOL PROGRAM



Our Pathways to School approach is based on inquiry learning approach 
developing 21st century skills. This includes ge ng along and working with 
others, bouncing back from disappointment, understanding the importance of 
being physically healthy and mentally t. As part of the program children will 
become mathema cal thinkers and con dent storytellers and writers. 

PATHWAY TO SCHOOL
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Throughout the year, children enrich their 
learning and build stronger connec ons  
with our local and wider community by 
par cipa ng in excursions. Teachers will 
also invite special visitors to the service 
to support connec ons in the community 
and link with the learning in the 
kindergarten. 

These extra-curricular events are valuable 
opportuni es for children to explore and 
learn from their community. 

Families are warmly invited to par cipate 
in these events and support children’s 
learning. 

These extra-curricular events are di erent 
for every service as they are responsive to 
the broader service community and link 
to children’s interests and program focus 
areas during the year. 

E TRA CURRICULAR EVENTS

PHOTO COURTESY OF 
STORY HOUSE EARLY LEARNING FOREST HILL

et o c ld k nde g ten to eg n w t

p6



et o c ld k nde g ten to eg n w t

p7

PATHWAY TO SCHOOL

The kindergarten program equips children 
with the skills needed for their important 
transi on to school and onward learning 
journeys. Our kindergarten program 
supports your child to be school-ready.

Star ng school is an exci ng step for your 
child and your family!  We look forward to 
working in partnership with you to:

•  Set goals for your child enabling them to 
    be a successful learner.
•  Provide a meaningful curriculum 
    suppor ng your child’s interests.
•  Create a posi ve transi on to school. 
•  Help your child to become con dent  
    about this change by linking with local 
    schools and Prep teachers .
•  Provide your family with informa on 
    about the transi on to school.

The kindergarten teacher will:

•  Regularly discuss your child’s learning 
    progress with you throughout the year. 
•  Prepare your child’s Transi on Learning 
    and Development Statement during term 4
•  Encourage you to contribute to this 
    statement .
•  Share the statement with your child’s Prep 
    teacher to help them understand your 
    child’s strengths and interests.
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We welcome families at any me 
to partner with us throughout 
the kindergarten year to inspire 
and share in children’s learning.  
There are many ways to become 
involved including:
•  Joining us for an hour or two 
    to read some stories, lead a  
    cooking experience with 
    children or share a special  
    event.
•  Extending our program with 
    dona ons of pre-loved items - 
    dress ups, recyclable materials, 
    old baskets, books etc.
•  Joining us on excursions and 
    for extra-curricular ac vi es 
    happening at the service.

OUR KINDERGARTEN 
WELCOME

As part of our kindergarten 
welcome pack your child will 
receive a ‘senior’ kindergarten 
t-shirt and a sun hat!

PARTNERS IN 
CHILDREN’S LEARNING
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

The amount families can expect to pay will vary.  Child Care Subsidy will cover a por on of 
the cost of a Kindergarten program, with a gap fee payable by families. Government 
funding helps to keep fees as low as possible, and the funding is provided directly to 
kindergarten services. The VIC Government ‘Free Kindy’ o ering is applied to all eligible 
children for 40 weeks per year. There are subsidies available to help families with the cost of 
early childhood educa on.  Please speak with your Service Manager about fees and 
subsidies.

Our Kindergarten program is available for 5 days per week, ensuring each child receives a 
minimum of 15 hours funded kindergarten each week during school terms. You can take 
advantage of the longer opening hours each day for greater access to the kindergarten 
program. Your speci c service will advise you of the kindergarten hours each day.

All teachers delivering a kindergarten program in Victoria are required to:
•  have a government approved bachelor’s degree quali ca on in early 
    childhood educa on
•  be registered with the Victorian Ins tute of Teaching

Please talk with your child’s teacher about any special requirements needed to support 
your child’s inclusion, and about any external support agencies your family is connected to.  
The service is able to access addi onal support to ensure each child’s full par cipa on in 
the kindergarten program.

USEFUL LINKS

Department of Educa on and Training Vic
h ps: www.vic.gov.au learning-early-years

Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework
h ps: www.vic.gov.au victorian-early-years-learning-development-framework-veyldf

Transi on Learning and Development Statement
h ps: www.vic.gov.au transi on-learning-and-development-statements

School Readiness and Transi on
h ps: www.vic.gov.au moving-primary-school
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS



Let your child’s early learning story begin with us!

www.shel.edu.au          1300 786 794


